
NOTICE TO VOTERS


TOWN MEETING (Annual or Special)

BEFORE ELECTION DAY
CHECKLIST POSTED by February 1. If your name is not on it,

REGISTER TO VOTE no later than 12:00 noon on Mon., Feb. 23 at your Town Clerk's Office.  You do not register by party in Vermont.  You don't tell anyone which party you favor.

ABSENTEE BALLOTS:

Request your absentee ballot in person, by telephone, or in writing no later than 5:00 p.m. or close of Town Clerk's office on March 1 (the day before the election) 

A voter or family member may apply all three ways above; other authorized person may only apply in person or in writing.

You can vote your absentee ballot:

· In town clerk's office.

· Pick up your absentee ballot at the town clerk’s office and return it to clerk’s office or to the polling place before 7 p.m. on election day.

· Request that a ballot be mailed to you, and return it to clerk's office or to polling place before 7 p.m. on election day.

· If sick or disabled, request that two justices of the peace bring a ballot to you on any of the eight days preceding the day of the election or the day of election.

SAMPLE BALLOTS POSTED: Saturday, February 11.
FOR HELP OR INFORMATION


Call the Secretary of State's Office


1-800-439-VOTE

     
(Accessible by TDD)
ON ELECTION DAY

· If your name was dropped from the checklist in error, explain the situation to your clerk and ask that your name be put back on.

· If you believe you registered to vote and your name does not appear on the checklist, ask to complete an affirmation form and be added to the checklist.

· If the problem isn't resolved to your satisfaction, ask the town clerk, a select board member or other members of the board of civil authority to call an immediate meeting of the members of the BCA who are present at the polls.  They should investigate the problem and clear it up.

· If you are still not satisfied, you may appeal to a superior court judge, who will settle the matter that day.  Call the Secretary of State's Office at 1-800-439-VOTE for more information.

· All voters have the right to have the person of his or her choice help them to vote (not an employer or union rep).

· If a voter cannot get from the car into the polling place, two election officials may bring a ballot to their car.

DO NOT:
· Knowingly vote more than once in any election—this is fraudulent and a criminal offense.

· Mislead the board of civil authority about your own or another person's eligibility to vote—this is perjury and a criminal offense.

· Interfere with or hinder the progress of any voter going to or from the polling place—the Town Clerk can make reasonable rules to prevent interference with voters.

· Socialize or talk in a way that will disturb other voters in the polling place—please move quickly through the polling place and take your conversations outside.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR VOTERS


PAPER BALLOTS

If you have any questions at any time during the voting process, ask your town clerk or another election official.

CHECK-IN:
1. Go to the entrance checklist table.

2. State your name, and if asked, your address to the election official in a clear, audible voice.

3. Wait until your name is checked off by the election official.

ENTER and PICK UP BALLOT:
4. Enter within the guardrail. 

5. An election official will hand you a ballot.

6. Go to a vacant voting booth.

MARK YOUR BALLOT:
7. To vote for a candidate, make a cross (X) in the box to the right of the name of the candidates(s) you want to vote for.

8. WRITE-IN.  To vote for someone whose name is not printed on the ballot, use the blank "write-in" lines on the ballot 

CHECK OUT:
If your town uses an exit checklist,

9. Go to the exit checklist table.

10. Give your name to the election official in a clear, audible voice.

11. Wait until your name is repeated and checked off by the official.

VOTE:

14.
Deposit your voted ballot yourself in the "Voted Ballots" box.

LEAVE:

15.
Leave the voting area by passing outside the guardrail.

9. Fold the voted ballot.

